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Eligibility Criteria for the Award of Grants to small voluntary sector 
organisations providing activities  

within Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole. 
 

The minimum level of grant is £200 and the maximum is £2,500 
 

This Council is committed to promoting and supporting the voluntary sector. We recognise the 
value that independent, not-for-profit community and voluntary sector organisations have in the 
local community.  The BH Coastal Lottery and its’ good causes funding demonstrates the 
Council’s commitment to support a successful voluntary and community sector, which encourages 
communities to have active voices and promotes engagement and equality. Inevitably demand for 
these grants will be in excess of funds available, therefore, it is important that you read these 
guidelines and ensure that you are eligible before applying. Priority will be given to projects where 
a small grant will make a significant difference. If you have any questions, please e-mail:  
 

bhcoastallottery@bcpcouncil.gov.uk or telephone 01202 093313 
 

IF YOU REQUIRE A LARGE PRINT VERSION OF THE FORM PLEASE TELEPHONE 01202 093313 

 
Who can apply: 
 

• Constituted Voluntary and Community Organisations with an income of less than £60,000 
per year.  

 
The council will consider offering grants to those bodies which meet the following criteria: 
 

1. Contributes towards developing vibrant communities whereby residents have an 
outstanding quality of life, and everyone plays an active role. 

 

2. Projects must have strong volunteer / resident involvement. 
 

3. The project must be for the benefit residents of Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole. 
 

4. There is a demonstrable need for the activities provided by the organisation. 
 

5. The organisation is a registered charity or a constituted ‘not for profit’ organisation. 
 

6. The organisation has a bank account, with any payment authorised/signed by at least 2 
unrelated people. 
 

7. The organisation has financial need which will be assisted by the grant sought and without 
which the activities could not be provided. 
 

8. The organisation actively encourages disadvantaged groups in the community to make use 
of the activities provided. 

 

9. The project must be delivered within 12 calendar months of receiving the grant. 
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Community Interest Companies (CIC) and Social Enterprises. 
 

We cannot fund a CIC with less than 3 directors, two of whom must be unrelated. We will only 
support startup costs, as a CIC, by its very status, is deemed to be viable and sustainable, 
therefore this is incompatible with the need for grant funding. 
     

To fund eligible CICs, we need to see the Articles of Association and a CIC 36/37 Public Benefit 
Statement. These need to be submitted and without them the application is incomplete. 
     

Social Enterprises – creating a social good through trading (CICs, Companies Limited by 
Guarantee and Industrial and Provident Societies) - describes the activity of an organisation rather 
than a type of voluntary organisation. Therefore, they would only be considered as part of the 
voluntary / community sector if more than half of their committee or directors are unpaid.  
 
We will not grant fund to or for: 
 

▪ Individuals 
▪ Activities promoting political or religious beliefs 
▪ Overseas travel 

 
We will need to see: 
 

• A statement of accounts for the last financial year, or a copy of a bank statement if 
the organisation is less than one year old. 

• A copy of the organisation’s Constitution or Articles.  

• An Equality and Diversity Policy.  

• Child/Vulnerable Adults Safeguarding Policy (if applicable) and confirmation that staff 
and volunteers have been through the appropriate Disclosure Barring Service 
checks (previously Criminal Records Bureau checks) (if applicable) 

• An itemised budget for the proposed project. 
 

 
If you require help with policies,  

please call CAN (Community Action Network) on 01202 466130 
 

 
Click here for the Charity Commission’s guidance on Safeguarding. Your Safeguarding Policies 
will be required to reflect and apply the guidance.  
Other helpful online resources are the NSPCC website and for new groups it may be helpful to 
watch this short video ‘Safeguarding adults in the voluntary sector’   
 

Your Equality & Diversity policy should include, as a minimum, reference to the Equality Act 2010 
and explicitly covering all protected characteristics, equal access to services and employment and 
ways you achieve this, preventing harassment or discrimination and how complaints are dealt with 
fairly.  

 
Monitoring 
 

Successful applicants will need to provide details of all expenditure and projects will need to submit 
a final report identifying project outcomes.   
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.can100.org/Pages/Category/support-and-advice
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/safeguarding-duties-for-charity-trustees
https://www.anncrafttrust.org/resources/what-is-safeguarding/
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Please note: 

• Because of the financial limitations of the Grants Programme, we cannot guarantee 
that all applications meeting the criteria will receive the grants sought. 

• Grants are for one-off projects, with monies spent within 12 months and there 
would be no expectation of continued funding in future years. 

• Should the grant requested be a contribution towards a project, we would only 
consider if other monies have already been secured.  

• Organisations may only have a grant at any one time. For a further grant application 
to be submitted, the previous grant must have fully completed the End of Fund 
report, including expenditure and outcomes.  

 
 

Timescales / Deadlines:  
 

The deadline for applications will be midnight Sunday 20 August 2023 
 

We will make every effort to provide you with a response within 4 weeks of the deadline. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Become a Good Cause 

 

We would like to offer and encourage all applicants to please sign up as a good cause to raise 
money for your organisation.  It’s very easy to do.  Please click on the link for information and to 
sign up. 
 

BH Coastal Lottery: Easy online fundraising for good causes - BH Coastal Lottery 

 
 

https://www.bhcoastallottery.co.uk/

